
It is with great sadness to announce the passing of M. Dennis “Doc” Mabry on 

January 17th, 2022, whom I consider the greatest El Paso Mountain Bike Trail 

Godfather, Icon & contributor to the mountain bike community in the 1990’s and 

2000’s and continued to mountain bike into his last days. 

I first met Doc over 32 years ago out in the west side mountain bike trails, when 

he had started to work on the trails on his own.  He never forgot our 1st meeting, 

when I was riding with another mountain biker, and he was working on the trails.  

We had heard about each other but had never actually met, so we both knew 

each other by reputation.  I asked him if he needed any help on the trails, and I 

still recall to this day when he leaned on his shovel and said, “Guido, I’ve seen 

hundreds of mountain bikers ride by me, and not one person has ever asked that 

question.”  I asked him if he had spare gloves & tools, and from that point on we 

would spend thousands of hours working together on new trails, then riding 

them, and every hour would find the two of us laughing & enjoying each other’s 

company while we slaved away in the hot desert sun.  We forged an incredible 

friendship during those times, he introduced me to his two nephews Travis & 

Cory, who would help out during the summers, as well as meeting his daughter 

Heather and the rest of his family.  While I had previous trail building and 

maintenance experience when I had worked with the Forestry Department and 

working side by side with Smoke Jumpers and Hot Shot crews, I found that Doc’s 

trail work abilities were incredible.  We managed to produce over 70% of the west 

side trails at that time, including The Altar, Little Moab, The Hillary Step, Granola 

Bowl, Spinal Tap, GI Joe, Mayberry, Sling Blade, Doc’s Drop, Father Guido’s 

Confessional, and multiple connectors between these various trails. 

We went on a special 2-week mountain bike trip to Moab with his nephews, full 

of bruises, injuries and tales to tell.  We would continue to work on trails in the 

west side, Franklin State Park, Sierra Vista trails & the Dona Anas for many years.  

Doc became president of the BMBA, when he drove the membership to its 

highest level ever, and we even started the original Thursday afternoon rides with 

libation celebrations afterwards, starting with just the 4 of us and an ice cold 6-

pack, leading up to his legendary events held at his house where hundreds of 

riders would socialize afterwards in his pool, jacuzzi & 3 level decks well into the 

late hours.  We traveled to Lajitas, stayed in his cabin in Alpine, and watched the 

Longhorns play in Austin, Texas. 



We continued to stay in touch when I had moved to Seattle for 5 years, and when 

I returned to El Paso in 2010, I continued to carry his torch for trail maintenance 

on the northeast trails.  

While Doc had retired from medical practice as an ER doctor, when Covid hit the 

El Paso area over 2 years ago, he went back in practice to give back to the 

community, and in doing so helped thousands of patients who had been seriously 

ill.  Throughout the Covid pandemic he was selfless in helping others while putting 

himself at risk.  I had run into him on the west side trails in November 2021 and 

didn’t realize it then, but it ended up being our last ride together.  By a strange 

fate of luck both he & I caught Covid in late December 2021 within a week of each 

other, and this variant of Covid was quite nasty, putting me down for 3 weeks.  I 

ended up being his last patient, and thanks to his help I am now just being able to 

recover.  Unfortunately, he was not able to shake off this deadly variant, and he 

succumbed to Covid complications on Monday, January 17th, 2022. 

I am hoping that the local community, BMBA and the entire biking community 

would find it in their hearts to pay proper homage and tribute to this incredible 

man, who dedicated his retired life to the biking community in such an unselfish 

and graceful manner.  I am still in shock at the loss of my good friend, & I know his 

family will miss him as well.   


